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Lesson 5: Nirtzah 

A. Learning: 

a. The last part pf the Seder is called Nirtzah, which seems to be translated as the conclusion. It is the point of 

the Seder where we are closing up with songs of rejoicing, culminating with the declaration that we await 

the coming of Mashiach and that we all should be together in Jerusalem next year. The songs at the end of 

the Seder are joyous tunes and are long anticipated by the children who have stayed awake.  

b. Even if one is living in Yerushalayim today, we still say, “l’shanah habaah b’Yerushalayim” because the 

Beit Hamikdash is not standing. Many add the word: habenuyah, meaning the rebuilt Jerusalem, as they are 

praying that next year, we will all be together in Jerusalem with a third rebuilt Beit Hamikdash. Our prayer 

is to once again celebrate Pesach the way it was done in the days of our ancestors. 

c. One of the songs we sing is “Echod Mi Yodeah.”  Who knows one? We go through the numbers 1-13 and 

ask who knows a something from our heritage to each of the numbers. It is meant to be a way through 

numbers to remember important ideas of our heritage, ideas that we base Judaism on, such as our ancestors, 

our recurving the Torah, our belief in one Hashem. By putting the ideas in a numerical order, it helps us 

teach and remember better.  

d.  We start at one but in each stanza count backwards, always ending that there is only one Hashem.  

• 1 Hashem 

• 2 luchot (tablets of commandments) 

• 3 fathers (Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov) 

• 4 mothers (Sarah, Rivka, Rachel, Leah) 

• 5 books of the Torah 

• 6 books of the Mishna 

• 7 days of the week 

• 8 days before you do a brit milah 

• 9 months before a baby is born 

• 10 commandments 

• 11 stars in Yosef’s dream 

• 12 shevatim (tribes of Israel) 

• 13 positive attributes of Hashem  
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e. The last song in the Haggadah is Chad Gadyah, which seems to be a song about a baby goat that is sets off a 

chain of events after it is eaten by a cat. What this song actually tells is a mashal, an allegory, of the history 

pf the Jewish nation through the generations. Each generation is faced with an enemy who tries to hurt and 

destroy the Jews. At times it seems like the Jewish people are doomed, but at the end we know that we dan 

rely on Hashem to save us and that we will be redeemed.  

f. Chad Gadyah starts with the goat being purchased by the father for 2 coins. This is sometimes seen as Bnei 

Yisrael being redeemed from slavery by Hashem through their acceptance of the 2 luchot. The animals that 

follow (the cat and dog) may seem harmless but even someone harmless can hurt if you don’t have faith in 

Hashem. Any stronger forces like a stick, fire, flood, or an animal like an ox can bring a great deal of harm 

to the people. At the end of the day only Hashem can save us from even the Angel of death. This is true in 

every generation, every nation that fights the Jews, Egypt, Bavel, Greece, Rome, Spain, Germany, or today. 

It is the faith in Hashem that allows the Jewish nation to survive.  

g. Chad Gadyah is the perfect ending of the Seder with its message of believing in Hashem and Hos bringing 

redemption to our nation. By celebrating the holiday of Pesach each year, remembering how Hashem took 

us out of slavery, gave us the Torah, and brought us salvation, we will once again be free people and be 

redeemed. Like at the Seder let us remember to say “Leshanah Habaah B’Yerushalayim!” 

Chag Sameach! 
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B. Crafts Project: 

Jerusalem Wall 

Supplies: 

a. Golden felt  

b. Green strips of felt 

c. Small pieces of paper  

d. Black marker or glitter glue  

e. Pen, pencil, crayon, or marker 

f. Glue stick    

Directions: 

a. Write a tefilah on the small piece of paper. Fold into quarters.  

b. On the Yellow felt make “bricks” using the black marker or glitter glue.  

c. Glue on the green felt strips onto the yellow felt for leaves. 

d. Glue on your tephillah to the Kotel.  
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Chad Gadyah Masks 

Supplies: 

a. package of construction paper  

b. package of markers 

c. string 

d. hole puncher 

e. pom poms, pipe cleaners, ribbons, felt, sticks, crepe paper, and other art supplies 

f. glitter 

g. glue  

Directions: 

a. Take 10 pieces of construction paper: 1  light brown for baby goat, 1 yellow for cat, 1 black 

for dog, 1 brown for the stick, 1 red for the fire, 1 blue for the water, 1 white for the ox, 1 

green for the slaughterer, 1 white for the angel of death, and 1 gold for Hashem. (these are 

suggested colors, you can use whatever colors you have or that you want). 

b. Cut out a band for each mask and make 2 eyeholes in each. Decorate each mask according to 

what they represent:  You can use the pipe cleaners as whiskers for the cat, the sticks for the 

stick, red and yellow glitter for the fire, blue crepe paper for the water, brown felt for the 

cape of the angel of death, gold or silver foil for a crown for Hashem, and so forth.  

c. Make a hole at the end of each side of the mask and tie a piece of string to it. You now can 

wear your masks while singing Chad Gadyah at the Seder. 

 


