
The Preschool Haggadah Experience: 

A Teacher’s Guide & Haggadah 
 

Grade Level:  

Early Childhood 

 

Description:  

This teacher’s guide explores how to turn creating the הגדה into a hands-on learning experience. The 

guide lists lesson prompts and ideas for incorporating skills, concepts, and השקפות in the creation of 

each page.  Haggadah pages and decoration pieces included, with a special feature to help students 

follow along during the seder. Please see attached teacher’s guide for specific instructions and for the 

materials needed to create the Haggadah. 

 

Materials Needed:  

 Colored paper 

 Velcro 

 Small photo of each student 

 Popsicle sticks 

 

Material Preparation:  

1. Print the Haggadah pages on colored paper, using a different color for each of the simanei 

haseder.  

2. Paste each student photo onto a popsicle stick.  

3. Place a piece of Velcro on the back of the stick.  

4. Place a piece of matching Velcro on each Haggadah page, in the upper left circle.  



The Haggadah Experience 

 

Overview: The Haggadah which the students create is a tool to teach about the concepts of the 

seder and help the children understand what happens at each step. A lesson or skill should 

preferably be taught in the production of each page. Remember, we would like the Haggada to 

bring nachas to parents.  Use it to display their knowledge, creations, and newly gained skills. 

 

Key Concepts of the Seder included in these lessons: 

 The order of the Seder  

 Understanding of what happens at each step of the Seder 

 Teaching additional parts of the Haggadah which are appropriate for students’ age  

 

Skills included in these lessons: 

 Measuring 

 Cutting 

 Pasting 

 Tracing 

 Sewing 

 Patterning 

 Sensory skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Directionality 

 

Kriah Skills included in these lessons: 

 Letter recognition 

 Nekudos recognition 

 Word recognition 

 Matching 

 Ordering 

 Tracing 

 Writing 

 Patterning

 

 

 

 



 :קדש

Every family member drinks 4 כוסות at the seder. קדש is when we make קידוש and drink the first 

of the four כוסות.  

 Sing this Chant with students each time you reach a part of the Seder that we drink 

another כוס: 

(Tune: Mary had a little lamb…) 

At the Pesach Seder we drink four cups, 

Drink four cups, 

Drink four cups. 

At the Pesach Seder we drink four cups, 

Drink four cups of wine. 

 

By קדש we drink the first, 

Drink the first, 

Drink the first. 

By קדש we drink the first,  

How many more cups of wine? Three. 

 

 Have the students trace and/or cut the becher and wine bottle.  

 

 :ורחץ

Every family washes their hands, but does not say the bracha of netilas yadayim. 

 You can turn this into a lesson by asking questions such as: how many hands, how many 

fingers? Are the fingers all the same or different? 

 The students trace their hands, an activity which adds to their self-awareness. 

 

 :כרפס

Every family member dips a vegetable into salt water to remind us of the tears shed by Bnei 

Yisrael in Mitzrayim.  

 Prepare salt water with the class. Give every child a little bit in a cup and have the class 

taste the salt water. How does it taste? Very salty. Do you know what salt water tastes 

like? Tears.  The salt water reminds us of the tears the Yidden cried while enslaved in 

  .מצרים

 Prior to teaching כרפס, send home a note asking the parents which vegetable the family 

uses by כרפס. Discuss the different vegetables that are used and have every child create 

a sample of the vegetable used in her house for her own Haggadah. (This is an 

opportunity to introduce the concept of Minhagim to the students.) 



 Give students colored paper according to the vegetable their family uses.  Have them 

draw and cut the vegetable themselves.  Encourage their creativity and pride in what 

they do. Have each student glue his vegetable onto the picture of the מי מלח bowl. 

 Have students write or trace the words מי מלח on a bowl and/or shmear the bowl with 

salt and sprinkle on salt. 

 

 :יחץ

The father holds up the middle matza, called Levi, and breaks it in half.  

 Use this as an opportunity to teach the concept of bigger and smaller, and that two 

halves equal one whole. Break a matzah in half and have the class point to the bigger 

half and then to the smaller half. Give each child a matzah (cracker). Have each child 

break her matzah in half and pick up the larger half, then the smaller half. What 

happens when we put the two halves back together? We get one whole matzah.  

 Have students trace and/or cut circles from matza paper. 

 Compare the sizes of the circles (big/little) and match the same shapes (circles). 

 Students can write or trace the words כהן, לוי, ישראל on the matza cover.  

 Students can recognize and/or read the words כהן, לוי, ישראל. 

 

 :מגיד

 Read the Pesach book to your students.  Emphasize the point that it’s as if we were in 

Mitzrayim and left Mitzrayim.  

 Sing the כוס chant again, changing קדש to מגיד and substituting the word second for first 

and ending with the remaining cups of wine. 

 Ask students to tell over the story of יציאת מצרים in their own words. This helps the 

students internalize what they know.   

 Place removable reminders for מה נשתנה on the page in the Haggadah, such as finger 

puppets or cards. See item #____ on chinuch.org.  These can also act as reminders to 

help students say and understand the מה נשתנה. 

 

 :רחצה

 How are ורחץ and רחצה the same and different? Use a venn 

diagram to clearly explain the difference to students. 

 Ask the students for ideas on how to make water out of 

craft materials. If necessary, provide craft materials to 

spark their imagination.  Students develop thinking skills 

and creativity. Let students use the idea of their choice to 

add water to their page.  For ex: glitter, a piece of blue 

fabric, blue tissue paper.  



 

 :מוציא מצה

 Have students use craft materials to make a pattern to decorate the matza cover.  

 Have students create the word מצה using pipe cleaners, ribbons, twist-ties, etc. 

 

 :מרור

 Bring in a real piece of marror.  Let students feel the marror.  Ask them to describe the 

texture and smell. Grate the marror.  Encourage, but do not force, students to touch, 

smell, and taste the marror.  Ask them to describe what they observe.  

 On the Haggada page, paste a picture of student smelling or grating the marror. 

 Bring in store-bought חרוסת and show to class. Make cement with the class by mixing 

plaster and water. Compare the consistency of both of them. Explain that חרוסת 

reminds us of the cement the Yidden used in מצרים.  

 What do we use to make חרוסת? We cut up apples and mix with nuts and wine. What 

happens to cut up apples when they’re left outside? Experiment with your students. 

Cut up an apple and leave it out for a while. What happens? It turns brown. What is the 

color of the cement used by the Yidden in Mitzrayim?  

 :כורך

 Place Velcro on two matzos, lettuce, marror, and charoses. The students can then take 

off the pieces and rebuild the sandwich at the seder.  

 Reinforce directionality by demonstrating top, middle, and bottom. 

 

 :שלחן עורך

 Make all the pieces removable and place a storage pocket on the page or facing page. 

Practice setting a proper table, with the cutlery in the proper places.  

 Allow students to choose which food should go on their plate. 

 

 :צפון

 Play “Hot and Cold” with the class while looking for the hidden afikomen bag. 

 Sewing – Give students pre-punched fabric to sew into an afkikomen bag.  

 Reading 

 Student can write or put the letters of אפיקומן in order on the afikomen bag.  

 :ברך

 Sing the כוס chant again, using the word ברך and substituting the word third for first and 

ending with the remaining cups of wine. 

 :הלל

 Explain to students that by הלל we take the opportunity to thank Hashem for taking us 

out of  and for all other good that Hashem sends our way. Make it personal! Ask מצרים 



students what they want to thank Hashem for. Write up a list of all students’ answers 

and write each student’s answer into her haggadah.  

 Sing the כוס chant again, using the word הלל and substituting the word fourth for first 

and end by saying that there are no more cups of wine.  

 :נרצה

 Sing and dance to the song ההבא לשנה  with students. Insert each student’s name while 

singing:  

Rivky will go to Yerushalayim, 

Chany will go to Yerushalayim,  

Raizy will go to Yerushalayim,  

Faigy will go to Yerushalayim…… 

Discuss what each one of us can do to bring משיח. 

 

Interactive Page Ideas 

Make the Haggadah interactive to keep students involved and interested at the Seder. 

 Use a people stick with student’s picture as a Haggadah bookmark. As the seder 

progresses, student will move the people stick to the appropriate page. 

 Attach the washing cup on the ורחץ and רחצה page with a paper fastener so student can 

“pour” water onto his/her hands.  

 Use Velcro to make pieces removable 

 Slit a hole in the כרפס and רחצה page and slide a spoon through the hole. Student can 

dip the spoon into the salt water and Charoses by moving the spoon back and forth. 

 

Excite your students for the real Seder by making a model Seder in your classroom.  







 ְוָאַכְלת ָּ

ְעת ָּ ב   ְוש 

 ּוֵבַרְכת ָּ



Thank you Hashem for taking us 
out of מצרים. 

I also want to thank Hashem for: 



רֹור  ַקֵדׁש   מ 

 ּוְרַחץ   ּכֹוֵרך

ןָּעֹוֵרך  ַּכְרַפס   ֻשְלח 

פּון  ַיַחץ   צ 

ֵרך יד   ב   ַמגִּ

ה   ַהֵלל ְחצ   ר 

ה ְרצ  ה   נִּ יאַָּמצ   מֹוצִּ
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 אפיקומן



Basic Page Template Yachatz Page Template Barech Page Template 

Hallel Page Template 
Option 1: Word Recognition - students 
paste each on the corresponding page 

Option 2: Letter Recognition - students paste 
letters to title each page 

Kadesh: becher  Karpas Marror: use one for marror & one for 
charoses.  Opt: use for Karpas 



Yachatz: opt, students color, cut and 

paste in place 
Rachtza Decoration Matza Cover 

Marror Marror  Marror: Alternate bowl for charoses 

Marror: optional Urchatz and Rachtza Korech 



Sample Pages 

Shulchan Orech Afikomen bag: optional cutout 

 אפיקומן




