
 

Pirkei Avot- Perek Daled    

I. Learning 
A. This perek jumps right in with quotes from rabbis who lived at the same time as Rabbi 

Akiva but were much younger.  One of the reasons that we read this part of the Mishna 

between Pesach and Shavuot is that Rabbi Akiva was a famous rav who had many of his 

students die between the two yomim tovim because they were not nice to each other.   

This time period is a time of sadness for the Jewish people and we do not hold 

celebrations such as weddings or listen to music between the two holidays (or at least 

until the 33rd day of the omer, L’ag Ba’omer, when the students stopped dying).   

B. Ben Zoma asks about different types of people in the first Mishna:  who is a wise person: 

one who learns from every person. Who is a strong person:  one who does not get 

overtaken by his feelings.  Who is rich:  one who is satisfied with what he has.  Who 

deserves honor:  one who respects other people.   

C. Ben Azzai says, run to do a mitzvah and run away from averot (sins) because one 

mitzvah will lead you to do other mitzvot and one averah will lead you to do other 

aveyrot.   

D. Rabbi Yishmael says that if you learn in order to teach Hashem will let you learn and 

teach.  But if you learn so that you can do the mitzvot, Hashem will let you learn, teach, 

observe, and do the mitzvot. 

E. Rabbi Zadock says not to separate yourself from other people but to make sure you are 

part of the congregation. 

F. Rabbi Yochanan says that if you do an action for the sake of Hashem, l’shem shamayim, 

in the end it will come to be.  But if you do an action not l’shem shamayim, it will not 

happen 

G. Rabbi Yehudah says to be careful what you teach because if you teach something wrong 

it could lead your student to sin.  

H. Elisha the son of Abuya said that if one learns as a child it is like writing on a blank paper 

but if one learns as an old man it is like writing on a page that is smudged already. It is 

better to teach one who is young and can absorb new information.   

I. Rabbi Meir said don’t look at the vessel but what is inside of it.  It could be a new bottle 

filled with old wine or an old bottle filled with sweet new wine.   

  



 

II: Craft:  A.  Al Tistakel Bekankan Elah B’ma Sheyesh bo: Don’t look at the vessel 

but what is inside. 

                   

 1 beautiful paper gift bag 

                   1 Crunched up paper brown bag 

                  Collection of bows and ribbons assorted colors 

                    Strips of torn up newspapers        

                    Fill the pretty bag with the torn-up newspaper and the crunched bag with the bows and 

ribbons. 

            B. Mitzvah Goreret Mitzvah: one Mitzvah leads to another Mitzvah 

               

                    

Lego set with wheels to make a train set 

                   Construction paper 

                  Markers or glitter  

                  Glue or tape 

                  Scissors 



                  Build a line of trains from the Lego blocks. Cut construction paper into circles or ovals that will 

fit onto the sides of the train cars. Decorate each piece of paper with a name of a mitzvah and a picture 

of the mitzvah (shabbat, tzedakah, tefillah, and so forth).  Glue the shapes onto the train cars.  You now 

have a mitzvah train where each mitzvah is leading to the next mitzvah! 

                


