
 

Pirkei Avot: Perek Hey 

I. Learning 
A. This chapter’s format differs from the previous chapters of Pirkei Avot.  Most of the 

mishnayot do not cite an author. They are also written as groups of 10, 7, 4, and 3.  It is 

not focused on how man should act towards other people, rather it is more focused on 

lore.    

B. One of the reasons the rabbis chose to codify things in groups of numbers was to help 

us remember important facts.  At the time that the Mishna was written, there was no 

printing press.  In order to own a written copy of any book, you had to be very rich!  

Most things were learned orally, being spoken from teacher to student.  It was easier to 

remember things if they were grouped together.  The rabbis grouped important facts 

into corresponding numbers. Think about Echad Mi Yodeah in the Pesach Seder.  Who 

knows one?  One is Hashem.  Who knows 2?  2 are the Luchot.  Who knows 3?  Three 

are the fathers (Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov).  By placing the information in numerical 

categories it helped people better remember the facts. 

C. There are 10 generations that lived between Adam and Noah when Hashem brought the 

flood.  There are 10 generations between Noah and Avraham.   

D. Avraham was given 10 tests by Hashem to prove that he was faithful to Hashem. 

Some of these tests included: Avraham being told to leave his father’s home, Avraham 

being sent to Mitzrayim, Avraham being told to send Hagar from his home, Avraham 

told to sacrifice his son Yitzchak.  These all proved his love and faith for Hashem. 

E. There were 10 miracles that happened to Bnei Yisrael in Mitzrayim (the 10 makot- 

plagues). 

F. 10 things were created on Erev Shabbat (Friday) during creation. Some of them were: 

the rainbow that was seen after the flood, Moshe’s rod that split the sea, the Luchot, 

the ram that Avraham sacrificed instead of Yitzchak.  

G. There are 7 signs of a person who is wise: he does not speak in front of someone who is 

smarter than himself, he doesn’t interrupt another person, he doesn’t answer quickly, 

he questions according to what is being discussed, and answers according to what is 

being discussed, he speaks about the first thing first and the second thing second, he 

says when he does not understand something, and he says when something is the truth.   

H. There are four types of people:  one is the person who says what is mine is mine and 

what is yours is yours; the second is the type who says what is yours is mine and what is 

mine is yours; the third says what is what is mine is yours and what is yours is yours; 

and the fourth says what is yours is mine and what is mine is mine.  The last person is 

considered evil as he wants everything for himself.   



I. There are 4 types of student:  a sponge who soaks up everything he learns, a funnel who 

lets in the knowledge at one end but it goes out the other end, a strainer who lets the 

knowledge pass out but keeps the poor pieces in, and a sieve that lets out the bad 

pieces but keeps the fine good parts of knowledge in his brain 

J. Yehudah Ben Tema said that there were different ages to reach different milestones of 

life.  Some are: at 5 to study Torah, at 13 to keep the mitzvot, at 20 to work, at 40 to 

truly understand, at 80 to have the gift of special strength.  

K. Ben Bag Bag said to study the Torah over and over again.  Each time you study the Torah 

you would learn something new.   

 

II. Craft:  4 types of student 

 

 

               Construction paper 

               Markers 

              Glue 

              Scissors 

Pieces of sponge 

2 Pencils to poke holes (1 with small point and one with a wide point) 

 

Draw a person on four sheets of paper.  On the person on the first sheet of paper, glue 

pieces of sponge.  Then take a small piece of another paper and roll it to make a funnel. 

Glue it onto the person on the second paper.  Take a small piece of paper and make small 

holes with the pencil.  (this is the strainer).  Glue this onto the third person.   Take another 

piece and make large holes for the sieve.  Glue this onto the fourth person.   


