
 

Pirkei Avot: Perek Bet 

I. Learning:  
A. Before we read each chapter of the Mishna we read a short introduction that states that all 

of Bnei Yisrael merits a portion in Olam Habah, the world to come.  The rabbis teach us that 

by learning Torah and doing good deeds, we will earn this inheritance with the rest of Klal 

Yisrael.  

B. The first Mishna states that “Rabbi says.”  It does not name the rabbi.  We learn that he was 

Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi, the son of Rabbi Shimon, and was from the family of Hillel. He is 

actually the author of the entire 6 books of the Mishna, not just the first Mishna of this 

chapter of Pirkei Avot. His goal was to codify and write down the teaching of the rabbis who 

were passing down the Oral Law through the generations because the Jewish people had 

been exiled away from Jerusalem, the center of Jewish life, and passing on a purely oral 

tradition became too difficult.  Because of this, he was known simply as “Rabbi” and did not 

need to be referred to by his name. 

C. A few mishnayot to highlight in the perek:  

a. Rabbi would say: […] Contemplate three things, and you will not come to the hands of 

transgression: Know what is above you: a seeing eye, a listening ear, and all your deeds 

being inscribed in a book. 

b. Hillel would say: […] An empty headed man cannot fear Hashem (he does not 

understand what to be afraid of);  an ignorant person cannot be a tzadick (he does not 

understand the mitzvot’s meaning to do them according to the laws of the Torah); a 

person who is ashamed cannot learn (he is ashamed to ask questions); someone who is 

so passionate in his belief in Hashem cannot teach others (he is quick tempered and 

does not have the patience to listen to questions); nor is everyone who excels in 

business wise (you need to remember to learn Torah as well as work in business to be a 

complete person).  And in a place where there are no men, try to be a man:  If people 

are not acting like a mentch, with good midot,  be an example and act with these good 

Torah values. 

c. Rabbi Yochanan had five students who he asked many questions to.  They were:  Rabbi 

Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Yosi, Rabbi Shimon, and Rabbi Elazar ben Arach.   He 

asked them what is the best thing man should try to find?  Rabbi Eliezer said a good eye 

(he always sees things in a positive manner); Rabbi Yehoshua said a good friend (he 

surrounds himself with good people); Rabbi Yosi says a good neighbor (his community is 

righteous); Rabbi Shimon says one who sees the fruit of his actions (He sees the 

consequences of what he does so he is careful before he acts); and Rabbi Elazar ben 

Arach says a good heart   Rabbi Yochanan says that he favors Rabbi Elazar ben  Arach’s 



opinion the most as a good heart encompasses the qualities of all of the other rabbis’ 

opinions.  

d. Rabbi Elazar said be eager to learn the Torah, know how to answer someone who is an 

unbeliever, and understand that all that you do you do before Hashem.  It is Hashem 

who will reward or punish you at the end of your days. 

e. Rabbi Tardon says, the days are short, but the work is great, the reward is great, and 

Hashem waits for you to do mitzvot.  

f. Rabbi Tarfon also said that it is not up to you to complete the task, but you can’t just 

not complete it because you are lazy.  Hashem wil reward you for your effort and the 

reward may be given in the world to come. 

 

I. Craft:  Lev Tov: A Good Heart  

   

 

 

1 large piece of oak tag or construction paper 

Markers 

Glue 

Felt: large red cut into a heart shape  

Smaller ones cut into shapes:   

Eyes (good eye) 

two people holding hands (friends) 

Two houses (neighbors) 

An egg with a crack on the top (Knowing the result of the action) 

Paste the heart in the middle of the oaktag.  Paste the other images around the heart with 

arrows drawn from it.   Decorate with glitter if desired.  You can use pipe cleaners for the 

arrows.   

 

 


