
Coordinator Interview!
By David Zakaim

D’var Torah for Tzav
By Sophie Zayden

With Chana Ahuva Rabinowitz 

David: How long have you been doing Rayim Yachad for? 

CAR: 4 years. 3 as a coordinator. 

David: What would you say has been one of your favorite moments 
in Rayim? 

CAR: Probably Englewood, my first Englewood Shabbaton. This is 
a rough question for me. They are all mushed into one, everything is 
one moment. Write down whatever you want. 

David: What do you do when you are not on shabbatons? 

CAR: Cry 

David: What is your favorite part of the shabbatons? 

CAR: Friday night oneg, when we talk about our meals and we play 
games together and just chilling. 

David: Do you have any other experience in Yachad aside from 
Rayim? 

CAR: I did Yachad birthright and Mosh-Cali with Sophie! 

David: Have you made any long-lasting friendships while you have 
been in Yachad? 

CAR: Yes, we are all a family. 

David: Will you be doing Yachad again next year? 

CAR: I hope so. 

David: Let’s say that quarantine was extend until the end of June, 
what would be your first reaction? 

Car: Excuse me?!?!? 

David: Is there anything else you would like to share? 

CAR: Really miss Yachad! And ya that’s pretty much it! 

Thank you, Chana Ahuva, for your time, and I hope to see you soon

Hi everyone!  

This week’s parsha teaches us the secret of how to become closer to someone else - by giving to him. The parsha describes the 
different types of offerings or ‘gifts’ which God asked us to give Him in the Mishkan. The Hebrew word for these offerings is 
‘korbanot,’ which is a form of the Hebrew word ‘to come closer.’ God didn’t ‘need’ our gifts - the whole world and everything in it 
are His already. Rather, He wanted to help us 
feel close and connected to Him, and that our 
acts of giving to Him would bring us there. 

It is human nature to feel closest to those we 
are most similar to. God is the ultimate giving 
Being. His relationship with every creature 
in the universe is pure giving. When we give 
in the relationships in our lives, we are acting 
more like God, so naturally we begin to feel 
closer to Him. 

In these times of social distancing, it’s 
important to keep up our friendships even if 
we can’t see our friends. The Torah teaches us 
a great way to do this to give to others, giving 
can even be in the form of sending a “thinking 
about you” text or a quick phone call. It goes 
a long way and will make you and the other 
person feel well! 
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Member Interviews!
By Eli Ginsberg
With Michael Cohen 

Eli: How long have you been with Yachad for? 

Michael: I think a month. 

Eli: No, you’ve been here much longer than that. 

Michael: Oh yeah, it’s been many years. I don’t remember exactly how 
long. But I did seniors for many years, and I switched to Rayim at the 
beginning last year. 

Eli: What is your favorite part of Yachad programming? 

Michael: The Yachad Shabbatons and the Yachad trips 

Eli: That’s everything! Do you have a more specific thing? 

Michael: Going to shul and listening to the Rabbi’s Shiur. 

Eli: What do you do during the week? 

Michael: I work in Boro Park, as a maintenance worker in a place called 
Mishkan. 

Eli: What is your favorite game we play on Shabbatons? 

Michael: Let’s make a deal 

Eli: Have we ever played that on a Shabbaton? 

Michael: We played it on zoom yesterday. For Shabbaton games, I like the 
Parshah matching game. 

Eli: What is your favorite Shabbos food? 

Michael: Kugel and chollent 

Eli: What do your hobbies include? 

Michael: Learning Torah, and listening to Shiurim. 

Eli: What’s your favorite thing to learn? 

Michael: Gemara 

Eli: So, before we’re done, any shoutouts you want to give 

Michael: I want to say give a shoutout to all the coordinators who I went 
on birthright with! That’s you, Avi Kirshtein, Zak Shayne, Chana Ahuva, 
and Gittie Freeman!  

Eli: Oh yeah! You want to tell everyone about our birthright trip last 
June? 

Michael: We went to Israel on birthright together! It was awesome! We 
did cool things around Israel each day! Avi Kirshtein made me laugh with 
his word of the day every day. 

Eli: It sure was! Thanks for your interview, Michael! 

With Elana Talit 

Eli: How long have you been with Yachad for? 

Elana: I started when I was seven years old. I started in Juniors, and I’ve 
stuck with it since. 

Eli: What is your favorite part of Yachad programming? 

Elana: I have two favorites. Sitting with friends on Shabbatons and social-
izing, and eating meals at our host’s house. 

Eli: What do you do during the week? 

Elana: I do a lot of things. I work for my family business where we man-
ufacture clothes. I act as the secretary. I also like to keep busy, so I go to 
yoga, and take music lessons. 

Eli: What is your favorite game we play on Shabbatons? 

Elana: I like the Parsha games. 

Eli: What is your favorite Shabbos food? 

Elana: Chicken and brown rice, and of course my mother’s chicken soup. 

Eli: What do your hobbies include? 

Elana: I like spending time with family, going to Barnes and Noble, and 
socializing with friends. 

Eli: Can you please tell us how, no matter what community we go to, you 
always seem to have a friend there. For instance, you know the Rabbi, the 
community contact, or the caterer. 

Elana: I don’t know, I just know people. I’ve been going on Shabbatons 
for years, so I meet people. 

Eli: What’s your favorite community we visit? 

Elana: Bergenfield, because I loved the host I always go to. I’ve gone there 
for ten years. I hope we go there again someday. 

Eli: Give us one fun fact about you 

Elana: I’m a huge hockey fan! My favorite team is the New York Islanders. 

Eli: Before we’re done any shoutouts you want to give before we are done? 

Elana: I want to give a shoutout to all the coordinators. I hope you’re all 
doing well and safe.
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Quick Crafts
By CJ Wiesenfeld

Recipe of the Week
By Chana Ahuva Rabinowitz

The Milkcake (aka a milkshake) 
*note* between quarantined and getting ready for Pesach I have been keeping busy with trying new things 
while getting rid of chometz. Enjoy!! 

Base: 
About 4-5 big scoops of Ice cream (any kind any flavor)  
Pour milk until it almost covers all the ice cream (for a more liquidly consistency pour more milk) 
A few iced cubes  
Place all ingredients in a blender and blend 

Additions: 
For a chocolate flavor add some chocolate syrup  
For a thick shake (and you have leftovers) add a piece of chocolate (or other flavor) cake or any sort of cookies 
– highly recommend! 
For a coffee flavor make a bit of coffee and then pour the milkshake into the cup after the coffee and stir it 
If you have any old fruit you can make it fruity and add some of that as well! (make sure its not to frozen or it 
can damage the blender) 
Add whip cream on top to make it look cool  
Enjoy!

Bottle Cork Sailboat 
What you need:
3 Wine bottle corks 
2 Rubber Bands 
1 Toothpick/Skewer 
1 Sheet of Craft Foam/Thick paper. 
1 Scissors 
1 Pencil 
Tape 

Instructions: 

1. Draw the shape of a sail onto your 
foam/paper sheet in pencil. You can 
use the skewer/toothpick as a guide to 
make sure your sail isn’t too big or too 
small. 

2. Cut out the sail with scissors. 

3. Poke the skewer through the top and 
bottom of the sail, so that the pointy 
end comes out of the bottom. 

4. Wrap a strip of tape around the top 
of the skewer, then trim into a triangle 
to create your sailboat’s flag. 

5. Create the base of the boat by laying three corks next to each other and securing with two rubber bands. 

6. Poke the pointy end of the skewer into the middle cork to attach your mast. 

You’re all done! Happy sailing!
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Puzzle Time
By Racheli Brakha

4



Puzzle Time
By Racheli Brakha

Jokes By Zak
By Zak Shayne

Why is Cinderella so bad at soccer? 
She’s always running away from the ball

 Why do bicycles fall over? 
 Because they’re two-tired

What has four wheels and flies? 
A garbage truck

5



Ask Esti
By Esti Sompolinsky

I’m running out of things to do in quarantine. What are some ideas to keep me busy? What have you been doing? 
-Bored in Quarantine  

Hi Bored in Quarantine! 

I totally understand the struggle. It’s difficult not to have our daily schedule and activities like we are used to. For starters I’ve 
been getting the right amount of sleep lately, which is not the regular for me. I’ve also been trying to keep up with my schoolwork 
and help around the house in preparation for Pesach. Some other things you could do are calling friends or people you may have 
lost touch with in the past. Now is a great time to reconnect with people. My younger sister has been getting creative with the 
baking to use up ingredients before Pesach and that keeps her busy. A few people have told me that they reorganized their entire 
room! Some people have tried learning new or picking up old hobbies. Some examples are learning an instrument, how to sew, 
or learning a new language. I know it’s tough to keep yourself busy but there’s lots that you can do! 

If you are looking for advice about something or would like to ask me a question that would be featured in next week’s newsletter, 
email me at sompolinskye@ou.org 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

Esti
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Tribute to Donny Hain
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Donny Hain was someone i was privileged to call a friend for two years. 
He had a smile that could light up a room, and his happiness and love for 
Yachad and being with friends was contagious. It is a truly huge loss, and he 

and his love for life will be missed dearly. 

-Eli Ginsberg  

 
 

I had the honor to get to know Donny over the past few years through 
Rayim as well as in the summer program of Getaway. Donny’s upbeat per-
sonality and glowing smile made him so special. Donny will forever remain 

part of the Rayim family. We miss you Donny.  

-Esti Sompolinsky  

 
 

Donny was such a sweet and special guy. He was always looking to be friends 
and just have someone to talk to. His smile would make you want to smile 
back and instantly would make you happier. Donny has such a warm heart 

and I will never forget the time we spent together on getaway 

-Ronny Harary 

 
 

Donny made an impression on me on my first day on Yachad Getaway. He 
came right over and started talking to me, didn’t need any reason or 

introduction. Spontaneous inclusions is what Yachad stands for and it’s what 
stands out to me about Donny. He made a big difference. 

-Jordy Gross 


